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“For the invisible things of him from the ere- 
ation of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made.”’—Pawl. 


““Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of 
the sea! For the devil is come down unto you, 
having great wrath, because he knoweth he hath 
but a short time.’’—John. 


“Are we sure that all our discoveries respect- 
ing the spiritual world within us may not be 
appealed to in confirmation of a new demoniac 
system ?”’—Frederic Denison Maurice. 


“No one who acknowledges demoniacal things 
can deny demons.’”’—Ralph Cudworth. 
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iE 


INCREDULITY. 


ji 


THE Bible doctrine of a personal devil 
has been looked on in late years, by a large 
number of educated people, with much 
skepticism, and has been treated by not a 
few as if it were an amusing joke. With no 
small degree of complacency men in the 
Church, and out of it, have asserted that 
there is no personal devil; that the devil is 
only evil personified; that whatever devil 
there is, is in man himself; and that there 

11 
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is enough of that kind to answer all theo- 
logical requirements. 

It is also claimed that no respectable 
scholar believes in a personal devil any 
longer. Indeed there are those who say 
that the Bible writers themselves were either 
mistaken or else adapted their speech to the 
prevailing notions of their time, when devils, 
witches, ghosts, with all their kindred, were 
things of common belief. 


2. 


Now, it is conceded that at present it is 
quite easy to be skeptical concerning almost 
everything that one can not see plainly with 
one’s eyes or touch easily with one’s hands. 
In the last hundred years no one has seen 
a devil, witch, or ghost, except in human 
form, or in one’s dreams; why, therefore, it 
is asked, should not Christian people be up- 
to-date, and dismiss the entire subject of 
demonism with indifference or disdain? 

In reply it may be said that, because one 
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can not see Satan, is not to the point, for the 
greatest and most terrible forces in the uni- 
verse are notseen. ‘The stone that is thrown 
into the air falls; men say that the force of 
gravitation brings itdown. This same force 
carries the earth with its mighty tonnage of 
freight through space at the rate of more 
than a thousand miles a minute, but no one 
can see gravitation. Llectricity, too, is 
everywhere, but in ordinary conditions it is 
invisible; yet the existence of the ground 
under one’s feet, or the stars over one’s head, 
is no more assured than are gravitation, elec- 
tricity, and other mighty, though invisible, 
agencies and forces that are known to exist. 


3. 


It is a well-known fact that there are sev- 
eral doctrines of the Christian Church that 
were regarded not long since as objection- 
able, and that in a measure have been ruled 
out of the pulpit, and out of current theo- 
logical literature, that are felt to have at 
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the ‘present time the right of recognition, 
being supported by far stronger scientific 
and philosophical evidence than had been 
thought to exist. 

The inquirer for truth, therefore, should 
not be condemned if he is not yet ready to 
render a final judgment as to theological doc- 
trine, or if he should inquire whether the 
discarded doctrine of a personal Satan, who 
is said to have for associates other invisible, 
spiritual, and wicked agencies called demons 
or unclean spirits, may not likewise be found 
to have rational support in the profounder 
thinking of the new century than has dawned 
upon the world. 


4, 


Frederic Denison Maurice, when speaking 
of the prevalence of beliefs in the influence 
of evil spirits over the bodies and souls of 
men, makes use of the following language: 

‘“This belief we may often have been in- 
clined to look upon as the most degrading 
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and despicable of all, from which a sounder 
knowledge of physics and of the freaks and 
capacities of the human imagination has 
delivered us. 

‘* But are we sure that the deliverance has 
been effected? Are we sure that the fears of 
an invisible world (a world not to come, but 
about us) are extinct? . . . Are we sure 
that all our discoveries respecting the spirit- 
ual world within us may not be appealed to 
in confirmation of a new demoniac system? 
Are we sure that the very enlightenment, 
which says that it has ascertained Christian 
stories to be legends, will not be enlisted on 
the same side, because if we only believe 
these facts, it will be so easy to show how 
those falsities may have originated? 

“*O, let us give over our miserable no- 
tion that poor men only want teaching about 
things on the surface, or will ever be satisfied 
with such teaching! You may talk against 
deviltry as you like; you will not get rid of 
it unless you can tell human beings whence 
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comes that sense of a tyranny over their own 
very selves which they express in a thou- 
sand forms of speech, which excites them 
to the greatest, often the most profitless, 
indignation against the arrangements of 
this world, which tempts them to people it 
with objects of terror and despair.” 


iT, 


1. THE BIBLE AND DEMONISM— 
SATAN. 


1: 


THE study of this topic calls attention 
first to the revelations of the Bible, because 
that book is still an authority with many 
intelligent and scholarly people. 


2. 


It is presumed at the outset that no one 
who has read the Bible carefully, whether a 
believer or an unbeliever in orthodox Chris- 
tianity, can doubt that its pages abound in 
representations showing that its writers in- 
tended to teach that invisible and malicious 
agencies exist; that they watch mankind 

17 
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with evil intent day and night, and always 
have done so since Adam, and will continue 
to do so until the day of doom. 


3. 


The ruler of the kingdom of these evil 
agencies once bore the name of Lucifer, the 
light bringer. And it is a supposition, with 
some measure of Scriptural support, that he 
once was not only one of the highest, but 
one of the most honored, of created intelli- 
gences, and that up to the time of the ap- 

earance ahs Tove (ihe manifestation of 
a e angelic hosts. The Bible account 


‘clearly gives the impression that even after 
his disobedience he still retained in the 
invisible world somewhat of his former dis- 
tinction and greatness. <A frequently-quoted 
passage in support of this view is from the 
Epistle of Jude: ‘* But Michael the arch- 
angel, when contending with the devil he 


12 Cor. iv, 4; Phil. li, 6; Col. i, 15; Heb. 1.8, 
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disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a railing judgment but 
said, The Lord rebuke thee.’’? 

It would seem that it was not simply 
‘‘angelic grace”’* that caused Michael to re- 
frain froma railing judgment, but remember- 
ing Satan’s former majesty and power, that 
even then continued, Michael hesitated to 
bring a reproachful indictment against him.* 

And, too, the striking announcement of 

A Christ that he had seen Satan falling as light- 
ning from heaven, is significant. ‘‘ Here,” 

| says Dean Alford, ‘are hinted the glory and 
> majesty of Satan prior to his fall, and the 
) figure of lightning refers, not to the sudden- 


ness, but to the glorious brightness, of him 
who fell.” Te 


Elsewhere in the Scriptures Satan is spo- 
ken of as the prince of devils,*® the prince of 


2Jude 9. Comp. Dan. x, 13; xii,i; Rev. xii,7; Deut. 


xxxiv, 6; 2 Peter ii, 4. 8 Zech. iil, 2. 4x. xxii, 
28; Acts xxiii, 5; Jude 8. 5 Luke x,18. Comp. John 
xii, 31; 1 John ili, 8; Rev. ix, 1, and xii, 8, 9. 6 Matt. 


xii, 24. 
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the power of the air,’ and the prince of this 
world.* He is figuratively represented as 
having the might and prowess of a lion,® and 
the attractiveness of an angel of light.” 

The impression inevitably made upon the 
careful and unprejudiced student of the 
Bible is, therefore, not only that Satan is a 
real person, but that among good angels he 
was originally a prince, and that now among 
evil beings in the universe he is chief. 


4. 


Further study of the Bible leads to the 
additional inference that Satan is now su- 
premely wicked. He is called Abaddon 
(Hebrew), and Apollyon (Greek), both words 
meaning the destroyer, or prince of the bot- 
tomless pit, to which are to be consigned the 
souls of the lost." He is called Beelzebub, a 
name meaning, among the Jews, prince of 

™ Eph. ii, 2. 8John xiv, 380. 9] Peter vy, 8. 
92 Cor. xi, 14. The prophecy of Ezekiel has been fit- 


tingly applied to Satan. Chap. xxviii, 2, 6, 10, 14-19. 
Comp. Isa. xiv, 10-19, 0) Rev. ix, 11. 
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demons,” and Belial, meaning a person thor- 
oughly depraved.” He is represented as 
being deceitful,* powerful,” presumptuous,”* 


malignant,” subtle,” fierce and cruel.’® The / 


20 


Bible speaks of the lying wonders of Satan, 
and calls him a murderer and the father of 
hes.” In a prayer that throughout Chris- 
tendom is offered more frequently than any 
StNEr-UEMat taNGHt his disciples to pray to 
be delivered from this *EvitOne.”” 

His chief mission seems to be to work dis- 
tress and havoc in the human family. It is 
he who paralyzes Christian activity;” picks 
away the good seed;* sows tares in the 
field;* thrusts impure thoughts into the 
the minds of men;” causes evil persons to 


12 Matt. x, 25; xii, 24, 27. 182 Cor. vi, 15. 142 Cor. 
xi, 14. 16 Eph. ii, 2; vi, 12. 16] Tim. ili, 6; Job 
i, 6; Matt. iv, 5, 6. 171 John ii, 18; Job i, 9; if, 4. 
182 Cor. xi, 3, 19 Gen. ili, 1; 2 Cor. xi, 3; Luke viii, 29; 
ix, 89, 42; 1 Peter v, 8. 202 Thess. li, 9. 21 John 
vili, 44; 1 Kings xxii, 22. 2% Matt. vi, 18 (Revised 
Version). 281 Cor. Vv, 5. 24 Mark iy, 15, 2% Matt. 


xiii, 38. 21 Cor. Vil, 5. 


fi 
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pervert the gospel of Christ;” seduces some 
from a religious life by idleness;* intimi- 
dates others by persecution;” distorts the 
Scriptures for malicious purposes;* hinders 
the gospel;" does his pernicious work some- 
times quickly, as in case of Peter,” while 
at other times it is long continued, as in case 
of the woman having the spirit of infirmity.* 
He tempted Eve to eat what was forbidden ;* 
David to number Israel;* Judas to aposta- 
tize*® and commit suicide;*" Ananias to be- 
come a hypocrite and Sapphira to become a 
liar. In the wilderness he tempted Christ 
to sin by appealing to his hunger, to his pre- 
rogatives as the Son of God, and to his per- 
sonal ambition.” He buffeted Paul;* made 
shipwreck of Hymeneus and Alexander,“ 
and is yet to bring direful woe upon the 
inhabitants of the earth.” 

Acts xiii, 10. 8] Tim. vy, 11, 15. 2° Rev. ii, 10. 
80 Matt. iv, 6. 31 Matt. xiii, 19; 2 Cor. iv, 4. 32 Luke 
xxii,8l. Luke xiii,16. Gen. iii, 1-5. 8] Ohron. 
xxi, 1 36 Matt. xxvi, 14,15. 97 Matt. xxvii,5. %Acts 


v, 8, 8. 8 Matt. iv, 3-9, 402 Cor. xii, 7. 41] Tim. 
i, 20. 42 Rey. xii, 12. 
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5. 


The whole career of Satan is singular and 
startling. God created him, gave him 
power, tested him, and after his fall spared 
him, and now allows him to work evil, but 
finally shall overthrow and punish him for- 
ever. Such in brief are the revelations of 
the Bible as to the character, history, and 
doom of Satan. 


II. 


2. THE BIBLE AND DEMONISM— 
DEMONS. 


1c 


Demons, according to the teachings of 
the Bible, once belonged to the hierarchy of 
good angels, but, through voluntary diso- 
bedience, forfeited their high estate, and be- 
came malicious and unclean spirits... There 
are theologians who think that associated 
with fallen angels are the spirits of brutal 
prehistoric men, also the lost souls of those 
belonging to the present human race. While 
this view may be reasonable, there appears to 
be no clear warrant for it in Bible theology. 


1Jude 6; 2 Peter xi, 4. 
24 
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2. 


The Scriptures are, however, quite explicit 
in their revelations as to the character and 
mission of demons. They are represented 
as having great power, and are said to con- 
trol the elements of nature.” They are rep- 
resented as taking up their abode sometimes 
in the air,® sometimes in the earth,‘ some- 
times in the sea,® sometimes in the bodies of 
men,* sometimes in swine,’ sometimes in the 
kings of the earth,® and are said to be re- 
served unto a future judgment.® 

The English word ‘‘ vagabond” has been 
employed to characterize these fallen and 
wandering spirits. According to the old 
English statutes, ‘‘vagabonds are persons 
without a home; they wake in the night 
and sleep in the day; they haunt detestable 
places; and no man knows from whence they 
come, or whither they go.”” 

2 ph. vi, 11, 12. 8E\ph. it, 2. 4John xiv, 30. 


5Isa. xxvii, 1. 6Luke xxii, 3. 7™Matt. vii, 31, 32. 
8] Sam. xvi, 14. 92 Peter ii, 4. 10Comp. Matt, xii, 48. 
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3. 


At the dawn of the Christian era there 
appears to have been a remarkable type of 
disease, said to be caused by demons, and 
called demoniacal possession. While the dis- 
ease is acknowledged to have been in the 
time of Christ a terrible affliction, yet 
medical authorities have quite generally 
classified it under some form of hysteria or 
epilepsy. 

There can be scarcely any question, how- 
ever, that the New Testament writers in- 
tended to make a clear distinction between 
ordinary disease and demoniacal possession." 

And, too, from a pathological point of 
view there seem in many instances to have 
been noticeable differences between ‘‘pos- 
session’ and all other sickness then known. 
While the convulsive movements, bodily 
contortions, gnashing of teeth, falling into 
fire and water, are the ordinary symptoms of 


UMatt. iv, 24; vili, 16; Mark i, 32; iii, 15; Luke vi, 17,18. 
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epilepsy, yet in case of those said to be de- 
moniacally possessed there were manifestly 
other phenomena that do not occur in epi- 
leptoid diseases. For instance, those ‘‘ pos- 
sessed” seemed to have been endowed at 
times with a new personality, and to have 
-had remarkable intellectual powers, shown 
both in the speech employed and in a knowl- 
edge of things that were beyond their ken 
before ‘‘ possession” took place, and that did 
not remain after the victim’s recovery.” 

So that after making such deductions as a 
reasonable criticism may demand, and after 
an examination of every attempt to explain 
the phenomena of demoniacal possession on 
the ground of pure psycho-physics or mental 
pathology, there still remains much that on 
pathological grounds is unexplained. 

Until, therefore, more satisfactory explan- 
ations can be given than any yet offered, the 
New Testament accounts may be taken as 


12]uke iv, 33-86, 41. 
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the basis of whatever conclusions as to this 
malady are reached. The following facts 
are clearly set forth: Demons were endowed 
with exceptional power in Judea at the dawn 
of the Christian era; they took possession of 
human bodies and minds; they often worked 
in them great injury; our Lord recognized 
them, spoke to them, and cast them out, so 
that men who had been raving maniacs were 
made sane and well the moment Christ spoke 
his word of healing.” 


4, 


While the particular symptoms of ‘‘ pos- 
session” may not again appear, yet the New 
Testament writers obviously teach that de- 
moniacal distempers will continue to afflict 
mankind in one form or another, varying 
with the changing conditions of human so- 
ciety, and that during the last days of 
the Christian era demons will be especially 


’WMatt. vill, 28; ix, 82; xvii, 14; Mark i, 21; ix, 17; 
Luke viii, 27; ix, 37; xi, 14. 
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active and mischievous." They will lead 
astray by means of false views of theology 
and by distorted ethics; such crimes as sui- 


cide, murder, and impurity under their in-. 


stigation will be extolled into virtues; men 
will be so far deceived by demons that they 
will practice iniquity and think they are 
doing God’s will; there are to be preachers 
who, while they do not deny the Scriptures, 
will be led to interpret them in a way to 
mean precisely what was not intended; and, 
amid the mixture of apparent good and real 
evil that demons are to bring about, ‘‘men 
and women will be strongly religious, while 
utterly godless.” On these various ac- 
counts men are warned in the New Testa- 
ment not to offer them any form of sacrifice 
nor in any way to fellowship with them.” 


5. 


Another teaching of the Bible is, that 
though the kingdom of demons consists of 


4] Tim. iv, i-3. 52 Tim. iii, 1-8,18. 161 Cor. x, 20, 


~ 


80 Satan AND Demons. 


innumerable hosts, they are under the im- 
mediate personal direction of Satan, whose 
will is law, and against whom, among those 
doomed spirits, rebellion does not exist.” 
Such are the revelations of the Bible con- 
cerning Satan and demons. 

In all the foregoing references it will be 
observed that there is no indication that the 
New Testament writers had the slightest 
doubt as to the real existence of Satan and 
demons. They appear to have believed in 
their existence as confidently as they be- 
lieved in the existence of God and good 
angels. 

6. 


It is also of no inconsiderable weight in 
the argument that the word Satan, as a 
proper name, meaning enemy or arch-fiend, 
is used thirty-five times in the New Testa- 
ment; that the word Devil, as a proper 
name, meaning false accuser, is used thirty 


Mark y, 9, and ili, 28, 24. 
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times; that Satan, as a personality, is called 
Beelzebub, Belial, Apollyon, the Tempter, 
the Dragon, and the Wicked One; and that 
the word ‘‘ Demon,” meaning a fallen spirit, 
is used forty-one times in the New Testa- 
ment. 

If, therefore, human language has any 
force, one of two conclusions must be ac- 
cepted :either that the New Testament writ- 
ers fully believed in demonism, or else they 
intended to deceive their readers. 

But orthodox Christians are not yet pre- 
pared to admit that the Bible writers in- 
tended any measure of deception. Trick- 
sters they certainly were not; nor were they 
men who, to carry a point, would wink at 
existing misconceptions. And it would be a 
most arrogant and destructive indictment to 
say that they were deceived; that the Apostle 
Peter was in a state of hysteria when, with 
almost a martial shout, he warned his read- 
ers to be sober and vigilant, because their 
‘adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walk- 


ou Satan AND Demons. 


eth about, seeking whom he may devour;” ™* 


or that the Apostle Paul, the Plato of Chris- 
tianity, blundered when saying that Satan is 
a being of such artfulness that he can trans- 
form himself into an angel of light; or that 
the writer of the sublime Apocalypse was 
either groping in darkness or talking with- 
out sense when declaring that it is the ‘‘old 
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world ;”” or that Christ, 
the wisest and most truthful religious teacher 
this world ever has known, was essentially in 
error when he taught his followers to pray 
daily to be delivered from the Hvil One ;* 
and yet such is the indictment against 
prophets, apostles, and our Lord himself, if 
Satan and demons are nothing but myths. 
Thus the rationalistic and mythical view of 
Satan and demons, when placed under the 
searchlight of candid investigation, is found 
to be not only crude, but exceedingly de- 


181 Peter v, 8. 192 Cor. xi. 14. 20 Rey. xif, 9 
2Luke xi, 1-4 (Revised Version). 
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structive and untenable. For if the teach- 
ings of the Bible concerning Satan and 
demons are mythical, then its teachings 
concerning all other subjects, at the caprice 
of any one who is disposed to offset his 
opinions against those of the prophets, the 
apostles, and the Lord himself, may just as 
well be pronounced mythical. 


IV. 
PHYSICAL NATURE AND DEMONISM. 


ii 


OnE source of evidence as to religious 
truth is the material universe. Nor is there 
any doubt as to a growing conviction that 
the mission of the Christian scholar and 
minister is to interpret the Word of God in 
nature—which is the older, indeed the old- 
est Testament—as well as to interpret the 
book written by inspired prophets and apos- 
tles, for the one is no less from God than 
the other. This view is clearly set forth in 
the Epistle to the Romans in words that also 
announce one of the profoundest principles 
in the whole realm of philosophy: ‘‘ For the 
invisible things of him since the creation of 

84 
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the world are clearly seen, being perceived 
through the things that are made.” 

The question, therefore, to be considered 
is this: Does the student of natural history 
find in the physical world anything that 
suggests such beings as Satan and demons ? 


2. 


No naturalist will question the statement 
that as soon as the study of the vegetable 
kingdom is begun, the discovery is made that 
there is not a tree, plant, shrub, nor flower, 
in any latitude, that does not have an insect 
or parasite that, under certain conditions, 
preys upon it. The grub of the June beetle 
destroys the beautiful grass plat; the can- 
ker and currant worms, the rose and potato 
beetles, keep the gardener busy the season 
through. Legislative action in some States 
is invoked to arrest the progress of the gipsy 
moth, army worm, California scale, and other 
pests. Successful agriculture and horticul- 


1Rom, 1, 20 (Revised Version). 
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ture, as every one knows, call for a perpetual 
fight. Therefore, since the vegetable king- 
dom, which is in God’s world, is full of imps, 
tormentors, troublers of every one who tills 
the soil, why should one be surprised at the 
Bible announcement that there are likewise 
imps, tormentors, and troublers of those who 
in the spiritual world are trying to cultivate 
the vineyard that providence has committed 
to their care? In the divine economy is the 
malignant spiritual imp any more strange 
than is the destructive horticultural one ? 


3. 


A study of the animal kingdom is no less 
suggestive. Among animals of almost every 
latitude are to be found parasites and tor- 
mentors without number. It is a terrific 
warfare, and always has been—a fight and 
struggle for existence; nor are they always 
the fittest in this battle for life that survive. 

The distinguished professor of anatomy in 
the Anatomical Institute at Bonn introduced 
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a recent paper on the ‘‘ Enemies of the Fish,” 
read before the German Fishery Association 
at Berlin, with these words: 

‘‘War is the watchword of the whole of 
organic nature; there is a constant war of 
all organisms against outward unfavorable 
circumstances, and there is constant war 
among the different individuals. The seed- 
grain which falls into the ground, the worm 
crawling on the earth, the butterfly hover- 
ing over the flower, the eagle soaring high 
among the clouds—all have their enemies; 
outward enemies threatening their existence, 
and enemies eating their life and strength.” 

Then the professor gives such a list of 
pathological demons in the fish kingdom that 
one is left to wonder that a single variety of 
fish can long survive; and, as a matter 
of fact, many species have perished in the 
struggle for existence against their foes. 

Another naturalist, in a recent publica- 
tion, speaking of the perils of the insect 
world, says: ‘‘ With such savage murderers 
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forever prowling among the shadows, life 
among our singing meadows is anything but 
around of pleasure. The warfare is broad- 
cast. Not even the fluttering butterfly is 
safe, but is pounced upon in midair, its wings 
torn off in mockery, and then is lugged off 
to some dark hole in the ground. And the 
bee returning to its hive is waylaid on the 
wing, and its body is torn open for the sake 
of the morsel of a honey-bag within.” 

And what is exceedingly perplexing is 
this: ‘‘The microscope shows,” to employ 
the words of another scientist, that these 
murderous imps ‘‘ appear to have been made 
to inflict the most excruciating torture upon 
their victims.” The following, for instance, 
is the accusation brought against the sand- 
hornet: ‘‘ He is the greatest villain that flies, 
and is built for a professional murderer. He 
carries two keen scimitars, besides a deadly 
poisoned poniard, and is armed throughout 
with a coat of mail. He lives a life of 
tyranny, and feeds on blood.” 
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And, as if to multiply evidence, and even 
force it upon man’s attention, God has sent, 
or permitted, multitudes of obnoxious pests 
to invade the very homes and bodies of the 
human family. In some latitudes these tor- 
mentors make life a burden, almost a terror. 

The atmosphere, too, that men breathe is 
loaded with living, though invisible, organ- 
isms that under certain conditions cause 
disease and death. The water men drink to 
quench their thirst swarms with creatures 
that are so hideous and horrible when exam- 
ined under the microscope that one scarcely 
can believe one’s eyes; devils could not look 
more repulsive. 

The soil, too, beneath men’s feet conceals 
the poisonous tetanus bacilli which is in 
waiting to kill one by lockjaw if one’s foot 
is pierced by nail or sliver. And the human 
body itself may become any day the home 
of billions of disease and death producing 
creatures that are ready to do their de- 
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structive work whenever the conditions are 
favorable. Such are the facts that confront 
every student of natural history. 


5. 

Since, therefore, God has an ethical pur- 
pose in all his works; since, as a distin- 
guished philosopher wisely says, ‘‘ The use of 
natural history is to give us aid in spiritual 
history,”? and since ‘‘The invisible things 
of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being perceived through the 
things that are made,”* it would seem to be 
a rational conclusion, on either philosophical 
or theological grounds, that these pests of 
the physical world are meant to be a symbol 
of those evil, malignant, invisible agencies 
that sometimes by the legion are said to 
haunt the footsteps and imperil the lives 
and souls of men in the spiritual world. 


6. 
He, therefore, who objects to the teach- 
ings of the sacred Scriptures concering Satan 
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and demons, and appeals to the Cesar of the 
natural world, can get no help, for that Cesar 
echoes back with thunder tones that there 
are myriads of living, malignant, and destruc- 
tive organisms in every realm of nature, so 
far as nature is known, or so far as one can 
reason from analogy, that, like Satan and 
demons, trouble and torment the innocent 
as well as the guilty; that in some instances 
these malignant organisms appear to inflict 
suffering for the sheer delight of doing so. 

In other words, the facts and make-up of 
the physical universe are such as to free the 
doctrine of Satan and demons from the usual 
objections urged against it, that it is neither 
philosophical nor scientific; for it is both. 
And no criticism can be urged against the 
creation and administration of the spiritual 
universe, with its hosts of merciless demons, 
that can not be urged equally against the 
creation and administration of the material 
universe, with its hosts of malicious microbes 
and parasites. 


Vv. E 


1. HUMAN NATURE AND DEMON- 
ISM—INSTINCTIVE BELIEFS. 


i 


Up to this point in the discussion atten- 
tion has been confined to the teachings of 
the Bible and to suggestions derived from 
a study of the material world, including the 
vegetable and animal kingdoms. 

From the outset the effort has been not to 
overlook the fact that God, in the creation 
of the universe, has had what is termed an 
ethical purpose; that is, his object in crea- 
tion was not to bring into existence things 
either agreeable or disagreeable, merely for 
the sake of doing so, nor for any personal 
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gratification that might result from the 
works of creation, but for the sake of man.’ 
Hence, applying this principle to the subject 
under discussion, the Divine purpose in cre- 
ating parasites and other pests of the phys- 
ical world has been, in part at least, to teach 
man that in the spiritual world there are 
harmful beings with whom, in safety, there 
can be no fellowship, and against whom war- 
fare constantly must be waged. 

Thus far the theology and pathology of 
demonism have been under review. 


2. 


The phase of the subject now reached may 
be termed the psychology of demonism. 
The first fact claiming attention is, that be- 
lief in evil beings has been persistent and 
widespread, so much so indeed as belief in 
God, in good angels, and in the soul’s immor- 
tality. The question, therefore, confronting 
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the inquirer is this, How is such belief to 
be accounted for? Certainly no superficial 
explanation will be regarded by scientific 
minds as at all satisfactory, nor will any 
really thoughtful man treat such beliefs 
lightly, much less with a sneer; for a strong 
constitutional predisposition to refer certain 
classes of phenomena to demoniacal presence 
or possession affords just the same basis for an 
argument in support of demonism as a pre- 
disposition to believe in a future life affords 
a basis for the doctrine of immortality, or 
as a predisposition to believe in God affords 
a basis for the doctrine of the Divine exist- 
ence. Hence the right of the orthodox be- 
liever to demand a rational explanation for 
the existing predisposition to believe in de- 
mons can not wisely be questioned. 


3. 


It is true that this belief has been at 
times extravagantly superstitious, though no 
more so than beliefs in God and immor- 
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tality, but that does not affect the main ques- 
tion of predisposition or tendency, for that 
remains all the same a matter of scientific 
inquiry. 

Men may be wrong, and in some instances 
doubtless have been, while referring what 
are called ‘‘occult phenomena,” such as 
divination, soothsaying, sorcery, witchcraft, 
necromancy, enchantment, and the like, ex- 
clusively to Satanic influence; still the ten- 
dency to do this is so significant that no 
system of philosophy that is recognized as of 
any value would venture in our day hastily 
to set it aside. 

Though no educated religious teacher can 
now be found who entertains such beliefs 
of Satan and demons as those of Martin 
Luther, yet his extreme views, or those of 
any one else, should not lead sensible people 
to discard the doctrine on that account, es- 
pecially since beneath the extravagances of 
almost every belief will be found an impor- 
tant truth. 
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The vital question is not, therefore, 
whether Luther was right or wrong in the 
practical application of his belief, but is 
this, Why did he and others of his time be- 
lieve in Satan at all? Why has humanity 
given a moment’s thought to the subject? 
Why have whole tribes of men worshiped 
Satan? Why do men say to one another, 
**Q, the devil!” or ‘‘ Go to the devil!” Who 
invented the idea of the devil and demons, 
and why has it been kept so prominently be- 
fore the minds of men? 


oO. 


Or take the matter of demoniacal pos- 
session in New Testament times, already 
referred to. 

In passing, it ought, perhaps, to be said 
that, while the majority of writers on these 
subjects incline to the opinion that demo- 
niacal possession, as a bodily distemper, is 
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confined to New Testament times, there are 
others who believe that demons now infest 
the bodies as well as the souls of men, essen- 
tially the same as they did two thousand 
years ago. 

In some countries the phenomena are said 
to be identically the same as they were in 
Judea. 

W. Griesinger, M. D., professor of clinical 
medicine in the University of Berlin, in 
a book entitled ‘‘Mental Pathology and 
Therapeutics,” describes cases in some parts 
of Germany, to which he gives the name 
** demonomania.” 

Dr. William Ramsey, in a book entitled 
‘<Satanic Delusions,” says that missionaries 
in heathen countries, widely separated, have 
witnessed phenomena that correspond in 
every particular with New Testament demo- 
niacal possession. 

Rey. Dr. John L. Nevins, who for forty 
years was a missionary to the Chinese, has 
written a book entitled ‘‘ Demon Possession 
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and Alied Themes,” in which he shows that 
Chinese demonism corresponds, point for 
point, with that of the Bible. 

Dr. J. Leighton Wilson shows the same 
characteristics as to African demonism. 

And Carpar Schott’s ‘‘ Physica Curiosa and 
Folk-Tales of Angola” are no less suggestive. 

There is no question as to the general be- 
lief in demons at the dawn of Christianity 
among both Jews and Gentiles, nor as to the 
belief of Christ and his apostles. But, on 
scientific and philosophical grounds, the 
question to be met and answered is this, Why 
did Christ and the people of his day believe 
as they did? Why did the disciples teach that 
demons are on the earth and in the air, and 
that they can influence men to do wrong? 
This preponderance of human belief that 
invisible evil agencies afflict the bodies and 
minds of men, is no chance affair, but rather 
has been built, as it would seem, upon hu- 
man instinct, experience, and observation, 
and has been so general as to be, not only 
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surprising, but inexplicable, if demonism is 
merely an invention. 

But even if it isan invention, all difficul- 
ties are not removed, for the invention itself 
is a matter of such importance in the field 
of psychology as to call for careful study and 
explanation rather than for sneers and con- 
tempt. 

We are aware, however, that skeptics have 
said that ‘‘belief in Satan is nothing but a 
superstition.” They have said that ‘‘the 
notion of a devil first came to the conscious- 
ness of some insane man, and then was seized 
upon by other men, and so has been handed 
on.” No statement could be more unphilo- 
sophical; but, even if true, the fact that the 
race has been so ready to seize upon ‘‘an 
insane idea” remains to be accounted for. 


6. 


The scientific conclusion is, therefore, 
that belief in Satan and demons, like other 
religious beliefs that in all ages and in dif- 
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ferent ways have expressed themselves, is not 
an invention at all, nor the fancy of insane 
men, but the expression of an organic and 
ineradicable instinct in man. 

This being the case, and God being the 
author of the human mind with its instine- 
tive predispositions, it follows, since God can 
not lie any more in his works than in his 
Word, that the doctrine of Satan and demons 
rests upon as sound scientific basis as that of 
any doctrine of the Christian system, or as 
that of any general principle announced in 
the philosovhies of mankind. 


VI. 


2. HUMAN NATURE AND DEMON- 
ISM—FACTS AND EXPERIENCE. 


1. 


Tuus far only one phase of the psycholog- 
ical argument in support of the doctrine of 
Satan and demons has been considered. The 
other has relation to certain experiences of 
humanity that, exclusively on natural or or- 
dinary grounds, are difficult of explanation. 


2. 


The experience, for instance, of the ine- 
briate has long puzzled investigators, who, 
however, are now scarcely nearer a satisfac- 
tory explanation than they were a hundred 
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years ago. The career of the inebriate often 
begins with a queer fascination for the wine 
glass, in which the artist not improperly 
represents a coiled serpent having a fiendish 
eye fixed upon the one who holds the glass 
in his hand, though it is not the serpent, 
but the ruby color and string of beads, that 
the victim sees. After a time the drinker 
appears to be under delusions that all the 
time are blinding him, and he seems to be 
borne on as by a power stronger than his 
own—a power that destroys his will and 
takes possession of body, mind, and soul; a 
power like that of an invading army, whose 
numbers are designated by the New Testa- 
ment name, ‘‘ Legion.” 

He reaches a stage at length where he 
drinks, then curses himself for doing so; 
then drinks again. His physician tells him 
that he will die the next time he has the 
drunkard’s sickness; but he drinks! And 
when he goes hence in the horrors of de- 
lirium tremens he seems to get glimpses of 
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what is possessing him. Those imps of every 
horrible shape and mien that fill his disor- 
dered vision may suggest more than the sci- 
entist or philosopher has yet told us. The 
anatomist, physiologist, philanthropist, and 
jurist are to-day perplexed while trying to 
solve the problem whether intemperance and 
certain other forms of vice are a disease or 
a crime; but is it not possible that what 
renders the solution of these problems ex- 
tremely difficult is a factor not yet recog- 
nized by science ? 

The Boston agent of the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice, a man who has seen 
many years of service in that society, re- 
cently made this remark: ‘‘The course which 
intemperate and licentious men and women 
are pursuing in our large cities, and the 
eagerness with which they rush into vice, 
though knowing full well the woe that trans- 
gression brings to body, mind, and soul, are, 
_ outside of the sacred Scriptures, the strong- 
est possible evidence to my mind of the ex- 
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istence of malignant and invisible spiritual 
agencies that tempt, lead on, and then de- 
stroy their victims.” 

When, therefore, the New Testament says 
that evil, invisible, spiritual agencies can 
enter the human body, inflame the tissues, 
blind the mind, and corrupt the soul, is 
there not offered a possible, even a probable, 
explanation of the strange conduct of the 
inebriate, whose dreadful degradation would 
be almost more startling than anything in 
human experience were it not for the fre- 
quency with which it is met? 


3. 


There are other victims whose conduct is 
strange and whose doom is certain. There 
are, for instance, young men, sometimes 
from worthy homes, who come to large 
cities, and, after a brief career of transgres- 
sion, never know another well day, in body 
or mind. 

When that career of vice began there was 
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a critical moment. There were pleadings 
in the soul in behalf of righteousness and 
purity. But there seemed to be invisible 
agencies at work. A deafening din filled the 
soul, the voice of conscience was no longer 
heard. God’s commands, a father’s counsels, 
a mother’s prayers, were as if never spoken. 
And, as though under a blinding and cruel 
enchantment, the youth goes to his moral 
death ‘‘as an ox to the slaughter.”' Sur- 
prise and then astonishment come to the 
looker on, and he keeps asking, Why this 
reckless folly-and sin? but is not able to 
answer. 

If, however, the New Testament teaching 
that there are invisible and malicious be- 
ings that fire the passions, blind the eyes, 
and stop the ears of those who are entering 
these paths of impurity, pain, and death is 
true, then a partial solution of that folly 
and sin is reached. 


1 Proy. vii, 21-28. © 
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There are, too, other victims of vice whose 
conduct has occasioned no end of surprise— 
gamblers, for instance, who are lured on at 
the outset by the temptation that money can 
be had without working for it, though never 
was there a greater delusion or a more peril- 
ous one. 

After a while the gambler almost knows 
that he will lose, and yet he plays. His 
brain, night after night, is on fire; he feels 
its burnings, and yet, night after night, he 
adds fuel to the flames. He works the week 
long, then in an hour risks and loses all. 
And, as if that were not enough, he becomes 
a defaulter or forger, and plays with stolen 
funds, but loses—all is lost. A day or a 
night later his folly and crime are flared 
before him. Remorse and fear, with an icy 
and pitiless hand, clutches his throat and 
heart. A cyclone hisses through his soul, 
and voices louder than thunder seem to pub- 
lish to the world the news of his guilt and 
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downfall. He looks this way and that, but 
finds no escape. A loaded pistol is placed 
at the ear; there is a crash through the 
brain. The manis dead! And Monte Carlo, 
though not Monte Carlo alone, has another 
hushed-up funeral added to its thousands. 

Are this blindness, infatuation, and doom 
of the gambler much unlike that of the 
drunkard? Is not the conduct of each quite 
as rationally accounted for on the ground of 
demoniacal influence or possession as on any 
other ? 


5. 


This grouping of experiences would not 
be complete without naming that of a young 
woman, whose story is so well known that it 
need not be told in full. She made a mis- 
step and was ruined. She was not a cruel 
and vicious criminal; it was her betrayer who 
should forever bear that brand. Christ al- 
ways took pity upon those of her class. But 
when she woke to the ruin that was impend- 
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ing, she was allowed no rest. The voice of 
Christ was unheeded, because unheard. Her 
whole being was stung with shame. Her 
agony and despair were beyond expression 
or endurance. The bridge and ‘‘the dark 
flowing river” were temptations she could 
not resist, and the poet, in humane pity, 
looking upon her pale, distressed face, hymns 
his song: 
“One more unfortunate.” 


6. 


The woman, too, whose career is worse by 
far than that of the one who goes to a vol- 
untary death—that woman whose days are 
passed in spreading ruin and death in the 
pathway of others;? that woman who, aban- 
doned to passion and lust, has lost every 
trace of womanhood and become a murderess 
of mankind, presents an appalling mystery. 

The question recurs with intensified force, 
May not these victims—the inebriate, the 
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gambler, the unfortunate woman, and the 
vicious one—have been helped on by invis- 
ible agencies; may not the fires of perdition 
in their souls have been kindled and fed by 
unseen incendiaries? May it not have been 
the hands of demons that painted the sky 
with such awful and hopeless luridness that 
a voluntary death seemed the only step to 
take? No one has yet proved, nor is any 
one among all the schools of skeptics able 
to prove, that invisible personalities have not 
a share in almost every crime of which men 
are guilty. 


‘6 


And may not self-destruction, in the ma- 
jority of cases, be better explained by Sa- 
tanic influence or possession than by insan- 
ity, which is often urged as an excuse for 
the act? 

There can be no question, when the New 
Testament author, Luke, a classically and 
professionally educated physician, wrote that 
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Satan entered into Judas, surnamed Iscariot,® 
that he meant to leave the impression on the 
minds of his readers that it was something 
outside of Judas that inspired his crime and 
suicide.* 

But if it was an instigation from Satan, as 
Luke supposed, that prompted Judas to be- 
tray his Master and then hang himself, why 
may it not also have been Satanic influence 
that prompted the last suicide who, un- 
bidden, crossed the threshold of the other 
world ? 

And when three of the New Testament 
writers say that Jesus was tempted of Satan 
in the wilderness,° can there be any question 
as to the force of their combined testimony ? 
Or can any candid reader fail of the convic- 
tion that those writers intended to give their 
readers the impression that it was not a 
subjective process, but an outward agency 
of some sort, that tempted, though without 


8 Luke xxii, 3. 4Luke xxii, 3. 5 Matt. iv, 1; 
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success, that Prince of men? Indeed, when- 
ever terrible conflicts are waged in human 
souls, may not one be justified in assuming, 
until some better explanation is given, that 
it is the meeting of two personalities, as for- 
merly in the wilderness ? 

And what man is there who has not been 
conscious of fiery darts sent from invisible 
archers, and who has seemed to be led on 
in sin as if by a strong hand clasping his? 
Who, indeed, has not felt the touch or pres- 
sure of that hand? 


8. 


Let the writer of these pages take into his 
confidence fora moment the reader. We are 
alone—you and the writer. In this confes- 
sional, O reader, speak what is in the heart, 
and say if you have not been perplexed over 
and over again at what you have seen and 
experienced. Have you not often found 
yourself saying of your friend, It is strange 
that he should have done that thing, or It is 
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unaccountable that those steps to ruin should 
have been taken ? 

And do you not sometimes say of your- 
self, Why was I guilty of that transgression ? 
There was no reason for it, no sense in it, 
and I have acted the part of a fool. And 
you have said, I never will do that thing 
again; but within five days you did it again. 

Is the conclusion irrational that in taking 
these wayward steps your friends and your- 
self were helped, and that you would not 
have done so readily that which ought not 
to have been done unless influenced by in- 
visible and harmful beings, whom the apostle 
urged men to resist,° and from whom Christ 
taught men to pray to be delivered ?* 


9. 


And when men on the street, in half pro- 
fane language, speak of the devil as if he 
were a personality; when the inebriate leaves 
this world with the cry of demons on his lips; 
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when wicked men, after a career of sin, seem 
to come into possession of a dual personality; 
when men of high business and social stand- 
ing, sometimes gradually, sometimes speed- 
ily, part company with virtue, entering into 
an abiding alliance with cunning, craft, ma- 
liciousness, and misery; when thoroughly 
good men are heard bitterly complaining 
of assaults made upon them, even in their 
better moments, by forces or foes that seem 
appalling, though invisible—when all these 
facts are brought into a grouping, and when 
philosophy is silent and science does not 
know what to say, may not the Scriptural 
explanation be adopted that this world is be- 
swarmed with invisible beings, who are seek- 
ing to hurt and destroy the human race, just 
as our atmosphere and our bodies at times 
are beswarmed with malicious bacteria ?° 


10. 


When a broader view is taken, will there 
not be found murderous footprints all along 
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the history of the human race that are as 
black as anything can make them? Can 
there not be followed from the beginning a 
trail as of a serpent on the bosom of this 
fair earth, a trail that philosophy and sci- 
ence find it more and more difficult to ex- 
plain? Thoughtful men ever and anon ask, 
What mean the cruelties and barbarities of 
savage warfare? What mean the ravages of 
intemperance ? What mean the fascinations 
of hurtful and deadly indulgences? What 
means the increase of assaults, murders, and 
suicides? What mean the infidelities of do- 
mestic life, the ruinous games of the gam- 
bler, and the vile haunts of licentiousness, 
with attendant diseases and deaths, in this, 
that is called God’s world ? 

These are appalling paths for men and 
women to follow, and yet they are thronged. 
But why do these paths exist, and why are 
they thronged ? are questions that, without 
the explanation already given, become more 
and more perplexing the more they are pon- 
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dered. Though, as Professor Phelps sug- 
gestively asks, ‘‘If Bible demonology is a 
fact in the divine organization of the uni- 
verse, and if demoncraft is a fact in the 
divinely permitted economy of probation, 
what wouid seem more natural than these 
marvels over which science despairs ?” 


VII. 
PSYCHISM AND DEMONISM. 


te 


THERE are certain remarkable phenomena 
in the realm of experimental psychology that 
call for mention, and that place demoniacal 
possession in a light which makes it far less of 
a wonder than ever before. These different 
phenomena fall partly under what is termed 
telepathy or thought transference, and 
partly under what is called mind reading, 
subjects that though just beginning seri- 
ously to attract attention, and being as yet 
scarcely more than vague in their guessings, 
seem to have nevertheless almost limitless 
possibilities. 

This much, however, is established, that 
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2. 


the mind of one person not only can influ- 
ence that of another, but can hypnotize, or 
mesmerize or take possession of it to such 
extent as to impart to it a knowledge of 
things previously unknown; feelings and 
emotions are also awakened that were foreign 
before the person passed into the hypnotized 
state; and in some way, not yet explained, 
one mind becomes conscious of what is in 
the mind of another. 

How all this is done, is not only unknown 
to the uninitiated, but even those who are 
most successful in the cult are unable to 
say. The woman who has been the center 
of attraction to many of the leading psychic 
investigators of this and other countries, 
insists that her power, whatever it is, which 
to those who have witnessed and studied it 
is exceedingly surprising and wonderful, is 
to herself inexplicable.’ 

Now these and other facts in psychic sci- 
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ence, that as yet are not very clearly defined, 
suggest much of interest in practical psy- 
chology, and manifestly give support to 
certain theological beliefs that heretofore 
have been supposed to rest exclusively upon 
Scriptural authority. 


3. 


For instance, the belief of some Christian 
people that there are good angels who influ- 
ence the human mind and give comfort to 
those in distress, finds in telepathy a rational 
support, provided there are such beings as 
good angels. That there are such, and that 
they have missions of mercy must be con- 
ceded by those who believe the teachings of 
the sacred Scriptures.’ 

And, too, the well-nigh universal belief of 
orthodox Christians, that the Holy Spirit can 
act upon or in the minds of those who yield 
themselves to God’s will, inspiring them with 


21 Kings xix, 5; Neh.ix, 6; Ps. lxvii, 17; Matt.iv, 11; 
xxv, 58; Luke xxii, 48; Heb. i, 14. 
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noble aims and thoughts and leading them 
in paths of peace and righteousness,’ finds 
in telepathy a rational basis. 

And if there were Bible authority or well- 
established facts to justify the claims of 
modern medium spiritualists, they could find 
in telepathy one of their strongest argu- 
ments. What may be the unfoldings of the 
future for spiritism no one is yet able to 
speak with assurance. At present, however, 
the most noted ‘‘ medium,” already referred 
to, emphatically disclaims having any com- 
munications whatever with the spirits of the 
dead. 

And, too, very unfortunately for spirit- 
ualism, the trick of the sleight-of-hand per- 
former, and the voice of the ventriloquist 
have been too frequently employed to inspire 


confidence. 
4, 


The application to be made of the facts 
established is this: If the mind of one man 


3 John xiv, 16, 17; xv, 26, 27; Rom, xv, 18, 


70 Satan AND DeEmons. 


can influence or take possession of that of 
another; if good angels, as Christian theol- 
ogy teaches, can comfort and otherwise influ- 
ence the minds of God’s people; and if the 
Holy Spirit, as all Christians believe, can 
enter or take possession, and influence for 
good the minds of those who are making 
for righteousness, then what valid reason can 
be given why Satan and demons, as both the 
Old and New Testaments teach, may not 
essentially in the same way influence or take 
possession of the minds of those who yield 
themselves servants to those evil ones ?* 
That is a question that can not be reason- 
ably ignored by any candid philosopher, or 
any scientist who takes an interest in psy- 
chological investigations. 


}. 


And at the present stage of inquiry it looks 
as though there may yet be found in psychic 
research stronger support for the teachings 


4Rom. vi, 16; Acts vy, 3; Eph. ii, 2. 
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of the Christian religion as to the existence 
of an invisible world and as to the influ- 
ences, for good or ill, that come from that 
world, than had been thought to exist out- 
side of Bible revelation. 


VIII. 
DEITY AND DEMONISM. 


Te 


How CAN demonism be consistent with 
the goodness and wisdom of God? Why did 
God create beings to be forever doomed? If 
at the outset the universe was without sin, 
why did not God keep it so for all time? 
And if Satan and demons are the chief cause 
of misery and sin, why does not God, with- 
out further delay, remove them to some place 
where they can do no harm ? 

Such are the questions that arise whenever 
God’s relation to demons and sin is under 
discussion. 

As no one denies, these questions present 
grave difficulties, and answers that will be 
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satisfactory to every one are quite beyond 
expectation. But it is equally true that dif- 
ficulties present themselves whatever view of 
these subjects is taken, and questions can 
be asked in any department of science, or 
in any realm of philosophy, that can not be 
answered with perfect assurance. The man 
who knows most of any subject is most will- 
ing to confess his ignorance. 

It is evident, therefore, that when dealing 
with debatable matters, about all that can 
be done in meeting difficulties, answering 
questions, and adopting theories is to take a 
position that presents the fewest objections 
possible, and that has the support of the 
largest number of facts. If this is done 
the skeptic is destitute of valid grounds for 
criticism. 


2. 


When, therefore, the woe that sin has 
brought into the world is taken into ac- 
count; when observation and experience are 
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allowed a hearing, and when the existence 
of a good and merciful God is acknowl- 
edged, the claim confidently can be made 
that orthodox theology presents as few dif- 
ficulties, and has the support of as large 
number of facts, as any theory yet presented 
when seeking a solution of the mysteries that 
hang like a pall over the moral universe. 


3. 


The following propositions contain sub- 
stantially the orthodox view of God’s rela- 
tion to demonism and moral evil: 

First. God is the Creator and Ruler of the 
universe; he is also just and merciful; the 
Bible is his revelation, and is to be inter- 
preted as are other books; sin is disobedi- 
ence of God’s command, deserves and will 
receive punishment unless some special re- 
demptive agencies are provided. 

Second. Satan and demons have not al- 
ways existed. 

This proposition is Scriptural and reason- 
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able; no thoughtful man seriously believes 
that Satan and demons are uncreated be- 
ings.’ 

Third. Satan and demons were innocent 
when created. 

It is not conceivable that they sinned be- 
fore their creation, or that God could create 
beings guilty of sin, though it is conceivable 
that he could create beings having an ability 
to sin. And there is a possibility, even a 
probability, that a moral being who has a 
character to develop must of necessity be 
endowed with an ability to sin, or, in other 
words, with an ability to yield to tempta- 
tion, or an ability to choose to disobey God. 
Any other sort of being would be of low 
order, irresponsible, and incapable of any- 
thing more than the most limited moral de- 
velopment. 

Fourth. If Satan and demons are sinful 
beings, they became such by voluntarily 


1] John j, 8. 
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yielding to temptation; the responsibility 
and guilt were, therefore, not God’s, but 
theirs, though some men are always in a 
mood to blame God and pity Satan. 

While in the nature of things God could 
not have forced Satan and demons to sin, yet 
he could have placed tests, or temptations, 
before them, the result of which might be 
transgression.” 

It is also not only possible, but highly 
probable, that in character-building tests or 
temptations sooner or later must come to 
every conscious, moral being, whether angel 
orman. Hence it would seem that an abil- 
ity to sin and a temptation are perils that of 
necessity must beset a universe whose design 
is the development of moral character, 

Fifth. If Satan and demons yielded to 
temptation and became sinners, a tendency 
to sin that had not before existed would 
result, and would forever remain, unless pro- 


2Gen. ii, 16, 17, 
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visions could be made to arrest or over- 
come it. 

It is obvious that such provisions could 
not be made, unless disobedient beings are 
led to repent and remain disobedient no 
longer. In other words, as long as diso- 
bedience continues, so long will remedial 
agencies be unavailing. 

Sixth. A tendency long followed becomes 
a fixed habit, and a fixed habit becomes an 
unalterable destiny. 

As the reward of righteousness is more 
righteousness, so the penalty of transgres- 
sion is more transgression.’ This is the law 
that probably God’s infinite resources can 
not amend unless the guilty repent, which, 
after a while, they will be sure not to do. 

Seventh. If, therefore, Satan and demons 
are sinners of long standing, there are over- 
whelming probabilities that there will be no 
reform. 

The words with which Satan is represented 


?See Rey. xii, 11 (Revised Version), 
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by Milton as haranguing his followers are 
suggestive: 
‘What though the field be lost ? 
All is not lost; the unconquerable will, 
And study of revenge, immortal hate, 
And courage never to submit or yield: 
And what is else not to be overcome ?” 


Nor is this conduct of Satan and demons 
altogether unlike that seen among men. 
Sometimes those of the highest standing 
in professional and social life throw away 
their splendid opportunities, becoming after 
a while inebriates, debauchees, and outcasts; 
they persist in their course in spite of every 
appeal to reason, and every effort to restore 
them to respectability; they remain in their 
rebellion as if ‘‘linked thunderbolts had 
transfixed them to the bottom of the gulf,” 
going hence at last with defiance and oaths 
on their lips. It is this fatal inability to 
will to do right, after a long career in vice, 
that is a part of the transgressor’s punish- 
ment, be that transgressor angel or man. 
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Eighth. The sin and doom of Satan and 
demons fall, therefore, under a code of uni- 
versal laws, upon the maintenance and exe- 
cution of which probably depend the safety 
and permanency of the moral universe. 

Men may cry out against these laws, but 
that they exist no one who thinks seriously 
can doubt. 

Ninth. Satan and demons are limited in 
power, and what they do is by permission, 
and their career of tyranny is to end in 
defeat and misery. 

The fate of all transgression is a loss of 
power and position. This is as true in the 
invisible as in the visible world. A strength 
far less than omnipotence will be able at 
length to arrest and imprison Satan and all 
his followers, consigning them to their own 
place.* 

It is also a fact, based upon observation, 
that transgression not only results in a loss 
of power and position, but inflicts upon its 


4Matt. viil, 28-34; Rev. xx, 1-3, 10. 
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victims deformity. The representations of 
Satan as given by the old artists are, there- 
fore, full of profound significance despite 
their grotesqueness. By an established and 
unrepealable law Satan is becoming not only 
the most miserable, but the ugliest being in 
the universe, both in his character and looks. 
The reason is that he has continued in sin 
the longest, and is its most pronounced em- 
bodiment and representative. 

Tenth. Satan and demons, being created 
and finite, can go only where Deity per- 
mits, and no one of them is omnipresent 
enough to be in different places at the same 
time, though they may be permitted to have 
a wide range, and may move from place to 
place with the astonishing rapidity of spirit- 
ual existences. 

Eleventh. Satan’s kingdom, though con- 
sisting of innumerable hosts of fallen and 
doomed beings, is united in one confeder- 
acy, and is under his immediate personal 
control and direction. 


Derry anp Dermonism. 81 


This is both Scriptural and rational.® It 
is natural for those who are carrying on 
schemes of wickedness to have confeder- 
ates, form alliances, and choose leaders; and 
in proportion to the ability or strength of 
their leader will they be united, loyal, and 
obedient. 

Only a moment’s thought is necessary to 
suggest that the modern system of tele- 
phonic communication with its central sta- 
tion admits of possibilities in the spirit 
world and among the army of demons that, 
until within a few years, hardly had been 
thought of. 

There are hints, too, in the Scriptures that 
the spaces of the invisible world are tele- 
phonic.* But even if this were not the case, 
at least if these spaces were no more tele- 
phonic than the atmosphere of the earth, 
the very recent discovery of transmitting 
messages by wireless telegraphy establishes 
the possibility of a constant and easy com- 


6 Mark iii, 22, 26. 6 Luke xvi, 29-31, 
6 
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munication between Satan and his subor- 
dinates, though separated by almost inter- 
minable distances. 

The commander-in-chief speaks, and every 
demon, wherever he may be, hears, and from 
choice or force obeys the command. 


1X: 


1. CHRIST AND DEMONISM—THE BE- 
GINNING OF SIN AND REJEC- 
TION OF CHRIST. 


a; 


THE original test or temptation, whatever 
it was, that confronted Satan and demons, 
naturally awakens in thoughtful minds per- 
plexing questions, for there is connected 

.with it the coming of sin into a hitherto sin- 
less universe. The Scriptures give on this 
subject no very explicit revelations and but 
few hints, enough, though, to afford grounds 
for a conjecture. 

The hints are, that in prehistoric times 
the Second Person of the Trinity became a 
manifestation, called the image of the invis- 
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ible God.’ It was that manifestation in 
which Adam was created ;’ it was that mani- 
festation that became, before the creation of 
man, the object of worship in the heavenly 
world, that occupied the throne of the invis- 
ible God, and that will be the object of wor- 
ship in all the future.* 


2. 


The original announcement that this per- 
fection of being, Christ, or the anointed One, 
the Logos of the New Testament,* was hence- 
forth to be worshiped, may have been made 
in the words of a divine formula: ‘ Let all 
the angels of God worship him.” 

The conjecture is that this prehistoric en- 
thronement was a surprise to the angelic 
hosts; that some of them hesitated, pre- 
ferring to continue the adoration of the 
invisible Godhead. It was, therefore, at the 


12 Cor. iv, 4; Phil.ii, 6; Col. i, 15; Heb. i, 8. 2Gen. 
i, 26, 27. 3 Heb. i, 2, 8, 9; 1 Peter iii, 22; Rev. iv, 11, 14. 
4John i,1; Rey. xix, 18. 5Heb.i,6 Comp. John 4, 1; 
ili, 13; Phil. ii, 9-11; Eph. i, 20, 25; Rev. xix, 16. 
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outset merely a question of personal prefer- 
ence as to the object of worship. The invis- 
ible One they would willingly continue to 
worship; that was easy, natural, and to 
be expected.® But the worship of this new 
manifestation was what appears to have dis- 
turbed the composure of that world in which 
there had been no sin. 


3. 


If what is rational on earth is rational in 
the invisible world, and no one can doubt 
that it is so, there need be no theological 
confusion up to this point, for feelings of 
surprise naturally accompany any innova- 
tion; nor are those feelings sinful. The 
most devout saints on earth are surprised at 
many things in the divine administration, 
but there need be neither rebellion nor sin 
on that account. 

And, too, the introduction of a new order 
of things, now and then, seems to be the 


6 John viii, 39-42. 
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way of the universe. This world for almost 
innumerable centuries, in prehistoric times, 
had been the abode of beasts and birds, fish 
and creeping things, but there came a time 
when a new being appeared, who was com- 
missioned to subdue the earth and exercise 
dominion over it.‘ Had those prior occu- 
pants of the earth been intelligent enough, 
they, too, would have asked questions, raised 
objections, have preferred to maintain the 
existing order, and might have refused 
to surrender to man the dominion of the 
world. 

Nor was it strange, or sinful either, for the 
angelic hosts to have had desires to continue 
to do what always had been done. Here 
was a newcomer; why, therefore, should do- 
minion be given him, or worship be offered 
him? Is it not better to continue to wor- 
ship the adorable, infinite, and invisible 
Godhead? Would not other worship be idol- 
atry? These are not improbable questions, 


7Gen. 1, 26-28, 
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judging from those that men now sometimes 
ask. 

The asking of these questions, it should 
be kept in mind, was not in itself a sin, 
though it presented an opportunity to sin. 
There was not an angel in heaven who could 
not have stood on the threshold of that op- 
portunity without crossing it; and there 
was no one of them that did not have the 
natural ability to choose between the con- 
tinuance of the old order of worship, on the 
one hand, and compliance with this new 
command, on the other. Thus, therefore, 
the heavenly hosts were confronted with a 
test or temptation; but 


“?T is one thing to be tempted, 
Another thing to fall.” 


4, 


That temptation, however, not only need 
not have harmed the angels, but if resisted . 
would have been an agency in the upbuild- 
ing of a higher type of angelic character 
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than previously had been known in the invis- 
ible universe, or than would have been pos- 
sible without temptation. 

That is, the highest type of angelic being, 
like the higest type of human being, could 
not be reached except through trial.* In this 
way Adam was tempted; in this way every 
man is tempted; in this way Christ was 
tempted. And we speak it reverently, if the 
adage is true, ‘‘ Like father, like son,” then 
God himself is thus tempted; and is it im- 
probable that God has a strength or rather a 
type of character he would not have had ex- 
cept through the resistance of temptation? 

He has not been tempted, however, in the 
sense in which the word is sometimes used,°® 
but yet in a well-authorized sense, as the 
Bible record clearly announces.” But if he 
should yield to temptation, he would be God 
no longer, and the universe would become 
a wreck. 


8 James i, 12. 9James 1, 18-15, 10Gen. xxii, 1; 
Ex. xvii, 2; Deut. vi, 16; Matt. iv, 7; Acts xv, 10. 
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5. 

While, therefore, temptation need harm no 
one—angel, man, or Deity—yet, the moment 
a temptation is yielded to, that moment the 
tempted one, whoever he is, is no longer an 
innocent, but a fallen, being. 

When, therefore, the angels of heaven 
chose to continue the worship of the invis- 
ible God, after being commanded to worship 
the Logos, they were disloyal to divine au- 
thority and became sinners. 

Nor need it be a theological wonder that 
Satan, while he was yet Lucifer, and one of 
the archangels, perhaps the most majestic 
and royal of the heavenly hosts, was among 
the number of those who had felt very great 
surprise, and who had questioned repeatedly 
the fitness and wisdom of this new require- 
ment. 

And the temptation to continue to wor- 
ship the invisible One, though commanded 
to worship the Logos, would be especially 
strong in his case, if, as is supposed, he 
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already was himself almost an object of wor- 
ship, and an especial favorite and representa- 
tive of the infinite and invisible Godhead. 
He must henceforth decrease, while the 
Logos would henceforth increase. He should 
have shown the nobility of John the Baptist, 
but did not." Had he resisted that tempta- 
tion he would have gained higher altitudes 
in the divine life and in the invisible world 
than he ever before had enjoyed, however 
high those heights may have been. 

But the inference is that he yielded to 
the temptation and refused to give his alle- 
giance to the Logos. At all events, by diso- 
bedience in some form, he became a sinner, 
and forfeited the exalted position that pre- 
viousty had been held. He was Lucifer no 
longer, but Satan. 


6. 


There may have been, however, even after 
this exhibition of disloyalty, no announced 


John i, 80; ili, 30. 
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penalty nor speedy punishment. The divine 
procedures are rarely hasty, and are not 
always loudly proclaimed. Ample time for 
reflection and an opportunity to become 
obedient, no doubt, were granted all the an- 
gels who transgressed.” 

But if the opportunity for reform were still 
neglected, and if the time in which alle- 
giance could be renewed were allowed to 
pass unimproved, no blame could attach to 
the divine administration. 

And, too, though every hour’s delay was 
increasing the distance between God and 
those disobedient angels, still the blame was 
theirs, and theirsalone. Their disobedience, 
folly, and wickedness, by delay were simply 
reaping the inevitable harvest of more diso- 
bedience, folly, and wickedness. 

In other words, hour by hour, the natural 
history and consequences of sin were telling 
upon the character of those who were delib- 
erately wandering from God and heaven. 


122 Peter iil, 9. 
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And, after a time, nothing would be more 
natural in heaven or on earth than for the 
leading spirit in this disaffection and re- 
bellion to plan a united opposition to the 
edict that had been announced. 

But even after such a new exhibition of 
sinfulness, the Deity, as might be expected, 
and as the Scriptures hint, would be infi- 
nitely merciful to those who had planned 
the rebellion and were carrying iton. They 
seem, as a matter of fact, to have had free 
access to the angelic abodes as late as the 
time of the patriarch Job, four thousand 
years ago.” And there are passages from 
which one easily may infer that their final 
banishment from the blessings of the invis- 
ible world did not take place until the min- 
istry of Jesus had begun on earth.“ It is as 
if for thousands of years after their diso- 
bedience the Deity was holding in his own 
the hands of those rebellious subjects, try- 


13 Job i, 6,12; fi,1-7. 14 Rey. xii, 12; Luke x, 183 
John xii, 31. 
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ing all the while, before it should be too 
late, to win them back to their former alle- 
giance. But they would not return; they 
preferred rebellion, and the possibility of 
reform vanished in darkness. 

Still the world may rest assured that they 
were not given over to a final doom until 
longer forbearance became an offense, per- 
haps peril, to the universe. They had all 
the opportunity to do right that intelli- 
gent beings could ask, or that a merciful 
God could grant. But, on the other hand, 
they have had abundant opportunity to fill 
up the cup of their iniquity to the brim, 
and thus show to the children of men, 
as well as to the sinless hosts of heaven, 
the depth of wickedness to which their 
continued and voluntary disobedience has 
plunged them. 

It is not improbable, however, that some 
of the disobedient angels, in prehistoric 
times, discovered their mistake, and before 
it was too late were won over by the love and 
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patience of God. If so, there need be no 
doubt that they, like converted humanity 
in all ages, were regenerated and saved by 
the provisions of the sacrificial atonement 
of the Logos. 


xe 


2. CHRIST AND DEMONISM—CON- 
SUMMATION OF WICKEDNESS. 


le 


In accordance with the natural history of 
transgression, when there is neither repent- 
ance nor reform, there at length appeared 
an exhibition of sinfulness on the part of 
Satan and demons that had been unequaled, 
and such as probably they were incapable of 
at the beginning of their downward career; 
great crimes always have a preparation in 
what goes before, and are really one of the 
penalties of repeated smaller transgressions.’ 

1See history of Pharaoh. See also Matt. xxii1, 82; 


Gen. xv, 16; 1 Thess. ii, 16. 
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2 


The first grouping of the sins of Satan 
and his followers, as already seen, was in 
connection with their refusal to worship, as 
they had been commanded, the Logos. 

The second grouping was in connection 
with the human family, and shows not diso- 
bedience only, but great, though not yet the 
greatest, malice and cruelty. 

Man had been created in the image of the 
divine manifestation;? he stood above the 
angels;* was destined with Christ to occupy 
the thrones of the invisible universe,‘ and, 
therefore, was an object of peculiar hatred 
to Satan. The downfall of the human race 
was accordingly planned, and so far accom- 
plished as to bring upon it an untold amount 
of misery.° 

3. 

Then the Logos, the image of the invis- 
ible God, in order to repair the damage in-- 

2Gen. i, 26, 27. § Psa. vili, 5 (Revised Version ) 


41 Cor. vi, 8; Matt. xix, 28; Rev. iii, 21. Gen. iii; 
Rey, xii, 12; Rom. v, 12; 1 Cor. xy, 21, 22. 
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stigated and wrought by Satan, left the 
bosom of the Father, came among men, and 
took upon himself the fashion of a man.® 

It was then that the guilt and sin of Satan 
and demons appear to have reached their 
remediless completion. Along with the mal- 
ice there may have been a motive similar 
to that expressed in the Lord’s own words: 
‘¢This is the heir, let us kill him that the 
inheritance may be ours.”’' 

With subtle cunning and persistent en- 
deavor, during the early ministry of Christ, 
Satan sought by every device at his com- 
mand to tempt Jesus to be disobedient, like 
himself. He knew who Jesus was,’ but he 
misjudged him, by making his own power 
of resistance to temptation the standard by 
which to estimate that of the Son of God. 

Then, through all the subsequent ministry 
of that sinless Being, Satan and demons at- 
tempted, chiefly through the agency of per- 

6John vi, 62; Phil. li, 7, 8. Comp. Psa. ii, 1-3, 
7 Luke xx, 14. 8 Luke iv, 1-13. ® Mark v, 7. 
7 
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verse and wicked men, to block his way and 
cause his death before his mission on earth 
could be accomplished. 

It is not unreasonable to suppose that 
Satan instigated Herod to slay Jesus in his 
infancy; or that he stirred up the people 
of Nazareth to seek the death of Jesus by 
hurling him from the brow of a neighboring 
hill;" or that he twice prompted the Jews to 
stone Jesus to death while he was speaking 
to them.” It is specifically recorded that 
Satan tried to persuade Jesus to cast himself 
from the pinnacle of the temple, and thus 
end his ministry by becoming a suicide;* 
and it was like Satan to seek the death of 
Jesus by sending a tempest on the Sea of 
Galilee to sink the fishing boat on which he 
was sleeping.“ Nor is it improbable that 
Satan did everything in his power to make 
the sorrows of Jesus in the garden of Geth- 
semane a death agony,” in order that there 

10 Matt. 11, 16. 1 Luke iv, 29, 2 John viit, 59; 


x, 81. 13 Matt. iv, 6. 14 Mark iv, 37, 88; Eph. ii, 2. 
16 Matt. xiv, 32-35. 
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might be no shedding of blood, according to 
the Scriptures.” 

That Satan was involved in the denial of 
which the Apostle Peter was guilty is a fact 
of Bible record.“ There follows another 
announcement whose meaning can not be 
mistaken: ‘‘ Then entered Satan into Judas, 
and he went his way and communed with the 
chief priests and captains how he might be- 
tray him unto them.”” And, too, the con- 
duct of the Jewish people, especially amid 
the scenes of the brutal trial, and the more 
brutal crucifixion, appears inexplicable, un- 
less inspired by Satanic hate and malice.” 
And the words of Christ to the Pharisees and 
rulers, ‘‘ Ye are of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will do: he was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not 
in the truth; because there is no truth in 
him,”* disclose, on the part of those mur- 


16 Heb. ix, 22; Lev. xvii, 11; Matt. xxvii, 39-43, shows 
another satanic instigation having the same purpose. 
7 Luke xxii, 31. 18 Luke xxil, 3-6. 19Matt.xxvi, 59-67; 
xxvii, 18, 20, 22. 20 John viii, 44. 
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derous persecutors, a condition of mind and 
heart in which Satan and demons easily 
could take up their abode and prompt their 
victims to do any infamous bidding. 

And, too, Christ’s prayer for some of those 
people who were led on to aid the cruci- 
fixion, ‘‘ Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do,”” is profoundly suggestive. 

4, 

Thus Satan and demons, who, in the heay- 
enly world, had begun their sinful career by 
disobeying the command to worship God in 
‘‘the brightness of his glory,” the Logos, 
filled up the measure of their iniquity by 
their assault upon that same divine manifes- 
tation during his ministry of love and mercy 
on the earth. 

But this contention against Christ in 
heaven and on earth was the height of folly, 
as well as the height of iniquity. Disobedi- 
ence and iniquity, in the end, always and 
everywhere, are foolish and superlative fail- 


"1 Luke xxiii, 34. 
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ures. Satan disobeyed God, and in conse- 
quence, lost heaven. He tried to destroy the 
human race, and did succeed in bruising its 
heel, but that heel shall yet bruise his head.” 

Satan tried to break down the moral char- 
acter of Christ. He not only failed, but 
Christ’s character was made more perfect by 
every persecution and suffering to which he 
was subjected.” 

Satan and his hosts tried to destroy the 
physical life of Christ; but this they could 
not do themselves, nor by the agency of 
others, until the completion of his ministry 
and mission; then God permitted it. But 
in that death of the Messiah, Satan suffered 
the most overwhelming defeat of his whole 
career, for by it the possibility of the re- 
demption of the human race from sin, spir- 
itual death, and the power of Satan was 
accomplished. But Satan, Judas, and the 
rulers of Jerusalem were none the less the 
murderers of the Son of God.” 
~~ 22Gen, dif, 14, 15. 28 Heb. ii, 10. MA cts 11, 28, 
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o. 


It would seem, therefore, that, amid the 
closing scenes of that sublime and spotless 
life of Christ, Satan and demons forfeited 
all claim to further probation and mercy; 
they were guilty of the worst type of blas- 
phemy; they committed unpardonable sins, 
and henceforth must remain—or, rather, 
perhaps wid] remain—outside the limits of a 
possible reform, the implacable enemies of 
God and humanity, seeking until the day of 
their final doom to rob Christ of his glory 
and men of their souls. 

And it should be kept in mind, too, that 
there is nothing in these crimes of Satan, or 
in the execution of God’s law against him, 
that is unnatural, unkind, or unreasonable. 
In one form and degree or another the his- 
tory of Satan has repeated, and is repeating, 
itself over and over again. 

Under a method of interpretation in use 
among scholars, termed ‘‘ springing and ger- 
minant accomplishment,” by which the same 
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Scriptural announcement is applied to dif- 
ferent persons, places, and times (for God’s 
truths are eternal and of universal applica- 
tion), the words announced by two of the 
Jehovah prophets, though they had espe- 
cially in mind at the time the kings of 
Babylon and Tyre, may be so extended as to 
be applicable to every sinner of high posi- 
tion everywhere, whether in visible or invis- 
ible worlds, and in all time, and especially 
to this leader of fallen beings. 

From the comparisons and terms em- 
ployed, those prophets appear to have had 
clearly in mind Satan’s history and fall: 

‘*How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou 
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken 
the nations! For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt 
my throne above the stars of God: I will sit 
also upon the mount of the congregation, in 
the sides of the north: I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds; I will be like the 
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Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down 
to hell.” * 

‘“‘Thou hast been in Eden the Garden 
of God. . . . Thou wast the anointed 
cherub that covereth; and I set thee so that 
thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; 
thou hast walked up and down in the midst 
of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in 
thy ways from the day that thou wast cre- 
ated, till unrighteousness was found in thee. 
. . « And thou hast sinned: therefore I have 
cast thee as profane out of the mountain of 
God: and I have destroyed thee, O covering 
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 
Thine heart was lifted up because of thy 
beauty; thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to 
the ground: I have brought forth a fire from 
the midst of thee, and I have turned thee to 
ashes; thou art become a terror.” 

Henceforth, therefore, the fearful Bible 


% Isa. xiv, 12-15. % Ezek, xxviii, 18-17 (Revised 
Version). 
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epithets will continue to be heaped upon this 
founder of the empire of sin: ‘‘Accuser,” 
‘‘angel of the bottomless pit,” ‘‘ deceiver,” 
‘*dragon,” “destroyer,” ‘‘evil spirit,” ‘‘ un- 
clean spirit,” ‘‘enemy,” ‘‘liar,” ‘‘leviathan,”’ 
‘‘wicked one,” ‘‘ prince of devils,” ‘‘ prince 
of darkness,” ‘‘serpent,” and ‘‘ murderer.” 


6. 


Satan, demons, and incorrigibly wicked 
men are to move on and down forever; they 
will have a place of their own;” nor will 
that place, when all the facts are known, dis- 
turb the serenity of God’s boundless empire. 
It is the one dark world of disobedient and 
miserable inhabitants, and the only one in the 
infinite spaces. ‘‘ No sun is to rise upon its 
night. Its people, few compared with the 
infinite numbers of the universe, are never 
to increase nor decrease while God endures.” 

That world, however, like everything else 
in the divine economy, is to serve a purpose. 


27 Matt. xxv, 41; 2 Peter ii,4; Jude 6; Rev. xx, 10. 
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It will be as a minor strain in the universe, 
though not loud nor harsh enough to mar 
the overwhelming harmony and joy that 
everywhere else are heard.* Index fingers 
on all the guide-boards of the great high- 
ways of space will point forever to the word 
danger, and farther on, in the same direc- 
tion, to the habitation of the lost. The de- 
fiant wail of that ever rebellious world, and 
the sight of those danger signals, will make 
known to the universe of beings, angels, and 
men the awfulness of disobedience, and will 
be sufficiently powerful motives to keep the 
universe in all the future, however strong 
the temptations may be, from any sin or dis- 
loyalty to God’s commands. 

‘*Thy throne O God! [Christ] is forever 
99 29 


and ever. 


38 Rev. xix, 5, 6; xxi, 4. 2 Heb. i,8. Comp. Psa. ii. 
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1. IMMUNITY—STUDIES IN PA- 
THOLOGY. 


le 


Ir what has been said as to the presence 
of Satan and demons on earth, and as to the 
havoc and mischief they have wrought and 
are still working among men, is true, then 
certainly the possibility of security against 
their harmful doings is to every one a mat- 
ter of personal and profound interest. 

That it is the Creator’s method to arrange 
for every emergency that may arise in the 
course of events is manifest to every thought- 
ful student of universal affairs. That all 
things on earth are made for human comfort, 
help, and happiness, is no less the report of 
science than of the sacred Scriptures.’ It 


11 Cor. ili, 21, 22. 
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would seem, therefore, hardly probable or 
possible that the good and wise Ruler of the 
universe would fail in making at least con- 
ditional provisions for human safety and sal- 
vation at the very point where needed more 
than at any other. 

And more than this, since the law of cor- 
respondence between what is seen in the 
natural and what exists in the spirit world 
is pretty well established, there is no reason 
why this law may not become an aid while 
attempting to discover the methods that 
should be employed to secure to the human 
race safety from the harmful assaults of 
Satan and demons. 

In other words, the scientific methods 
adopted to rid the vegetable and animal 
kingdoms of the perils of disease and death- 
producing microbes, pests, and parasites, are, 
by inference, essentially the same as those 
that should be employed in the spiritual 
kingdom when seeking immunity from Satan 
and demons. 
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If this reasoning is correct, it certainly 
will be helpful to the theologian, in his study 
and interpretation of the Bible, to become 
a careful student of medical and patholog- 
ical science. If, however, this can not be 
done, he can, during his investigations, at 
least consult and question men who are fa- 
miliar with the most recent pathological dis- 
coveries and methods. 


2. 


As every one knows, the treatment of dis- 
ease has greatly changed in late years, and 
on account of the disclosures of bacteriology 
has been almost revolutionized. Nor can 
there be much doubt that medical science is 
to make in the next twenty-five years greater 
advance, especially in preventing disease, 
than it has in the last five hundred. The 
reply, therefore, of an expert pathologist of 
the recent school to the question, What 
agencies should be employed in order to se- 
cure immunity from harmful microbes or 
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bacteria, especially when contagious diseases 
are abroad? should be listened to by the 
Bible student with the most respectful atten- 
tion, for the answer will be helpful and sug- 
gestive in his own field of investigation. 
The expert’s reply to the question, as is 
very well known, is this: ‘‘ One should pro- 
tect one’s self by exclusion under certain 
circumstances, by amputation if necessary, in 
other cases by inoculations; also by the use of 
antiseptics, or, as they are sometimes called, 
germicides (germ-killers).” Healso ventures 
to say that, under ordinary circumstances, 
the only germicides needed are pure air, day 
and night, on the mountains or at the sea- 
shore; also pure water, sunlight, and cleanli- 
ness; and, fortunately for the poor, these 
natural germicides are very efficacious, inex- 
pensive, and within the reach of every one.’ 


2A French commission (December 28, 1901), consisting 
of thirty-two learned men, makes the following report: 
“Pure air, such as found on the seashore and high 
mountains, is the best remedy for consumption. In 
order that this remedy should be effective, it should be 
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In times of malignant epidemics, the mod- 
ern pathologist says to his patients and to 
the public, You may need to guard your 
homes with a strong armament of germicides 
and antiseptics, such as corrosive sublimate, 
carbolic and sulpurous acids, chlorine and 
formaldehyde gases. 

The up-to-date pathological expert always 
seeks to impress upon his patients the fact 
that immunity from disease is, after all, best 
secured, not by chemical antiseptics, but by 
keeping the general health at or above the 


continuous. The patient should not only keep his win- 
dows and doors open night and day, but should perse- 
vere in this air cure for a long time.”’ 

In Denmark, Dr. Finson has treated successfully 
so many different cases, such as lupus vulgaris, small- 
pox, erysipelas, and alopecia aretal, by both sunlight 
and powerful artificial light—forty thousand candle- 
power—that L. 8S. Swenson, United States minister to 
Denmark, has sent a lengthy report (December 16, 1901) 
to the State Department at Washington. 

The Hospital, a medical journal (July 15, 1901), while 
arguing against the prevention of certain diseases, such 
as typhoid, cholera, and the plague, by inoculation, says: 

‘’ When we see groups of people, by virtue of their 
cleanly mode of life, able to walk practically unscathed 
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normal. Nor is he silent as to the methods 
of doing this. He says that obedience to the 
laws of health which forbid dissipations and 
intemperance of every kind, and the use of 
suitable food, systematic exercise, and those 
natural antiseptics already mentioned—pure 
air, pure water, sunlight, and cleanliness— 
are essential to good health. And it is not 
improbable that the pathological expert will 
allow his patients to get any additional ben- 
efit they can from the truths that underlie 
Christian science, faith cure, prayer healing, 
or any other like cult, if for no other reason 


through epidemics of plague; when we see cholera, 
which decimates certain towns, pass away harmless in 
in the presence of a pure water supply; when we see 
typhoid fever being steadily uprooted from its strong- 
holds in proportion as man takes care to keep clean the 
soil around his house and the water which he drinks; 
and, further, when we see that by aid of this cult of 
of cleanliness even other diseases, which are by no 
means to be regarded as infectious, are lessened in their 
virulence; then can we understand how far from the 
true scent are those who would protect mankind from 
individual diseases by a series of separate preventive 
inoculations instead of using more simple remedies.” 
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than that the mind has more or less to do 
with physical conditions. Take large doses 
of these natural and simple remedies, the 
modern expert says, and one is almost sure 
to be immunized from all kinds of malignant 
microbes, and can dismiss the drug doctor, 
nine cases in ten. 
3. 


Pathological science, working in the field 
of bacteriology, has made this important 
additional discovery that the multitudes of 
micro-organisms that are on the watch for an 
opportunity to invade the human body, that 
have already invaded it, and are waiting a 
favorable opportunity to begin active work 
for good or ill, are of two general classes, the 
one harmless and health-producing, called 
saprophytes, the other malignant and disease- 
producing, called parasites. 


4, 


The difference, however, between perfect 
physical health and that which is more or 


8 
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less impaired, is found, in their power of 
resisting malignant microbes, to be most re- 
markable. The man, for instance, who is 
‘“‘run down” is in perpetual danger; the 
malignant microbes are a menace to every 
tissue of his body, and to his life as well. 

Suppose, for instance, there is an epidemic 
of typhoid. The bacillus typosi are eager to 
enter the body of the debilitated man; and 
if they do so, they multiply with astonishing 
rapidity, manufacture poisons called toxins, 
deposit them in the fluids and tissues of the 
body, and the man finds himself burning with 
typhoid fever; and unless there is bodily vital- 
ity enough to manufacture anti-toxins which 
can neutralize the effects of the toxins, there 
is no medical help for the sick man; he 
must die. 

5. 

Sometimes, in what seems to be the last 
stages of typhoid, there is a sudden change 
for the better; there has been a pathological 
restoration or regeneration to such extent 
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that the balance of power has passed from the 
malignant to the friendly bacilli. Except 
for such regeneration the attack would have 
proved fatal. 

While, therefore, the man who is ‘‘in 
decline” is exposed to all sorts of contagious 
diseases, it is, on the other hand, the one of 
sound health who is as secure from them as 
if in the seclusion of a forest or fortress. 
In the atmosphere about him there may be 
swarms of malignant microbes, but they can 
do him no harm. The pathologist, in the 
words of the royal psalmist, can say to this 
spiritual immune: 

‘¢ Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 
nor for the pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, 

The same is true in diphtheria, This disease is a 
fight between the zerosis bacillus and diphtheria bacil- 
lus. Other diseases, such as pneumonia, tuberculosis, 


leprosy, cholera, and grippe, have essentially the same 
characteristics. 
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and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it 
shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine 
eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of 
the wicked. Because thou hast made the 
Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most 
High, thy habitation; there shall no evil be- 
fall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh 
thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways.” * 
6. 


Bacteriology furnishes another interesting 
fact; namely, that the bacillus coli, which 
are natives in the human body, are con- 
stantly busy doing a beneficent work; they 
constitute a standing army of defense, whose 
mission is to prevent any invasion or bad 
result from the diseases producing microbes; 
they are like the ministering spirits, or good 
angels, of whom the apostle and the psalm- 
ist speak.° 


4Psa, xci, 5-10. Psa. xci, 11; Heb. i. 14, 
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2. IMMUNITY—CORRESPONDENCES 
AND BIBLE THERAPEUTICS. 


il 


Now, THE practical question, and the one 
of chiefest importance, is this, What bearing 
have all these pathological facts upon the re- 
ligious life and safety of mankind? With- 
out such bearings this part of the discussion 
would be, in more than one respect, imper- 
tinent. 

But that there are such bearings is evident 
from the fact already established, that, ac- 
cording to theology, and equally according 
to philosophy, the physical universe was not 
made for itself, but to be a teacher of invis- 

117 
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ible things, ‘‘even of his eternal power and 
Godhead.” 
2. 

The following parallels, or correspond- 
ences, will answer the question raised and 
justify the discussion: 

First. As medical science, by the use of 
pathological antiseptics, can provide com- 
parative immunity from malignant microbes, 
so, by the use of spiritual antiseptics, re- 
ligious science can provide immunity from 
Satan and demons.* 

Second. As every violation of the laws of 
of health exposes the transgressor, sooner or 
later, to the attacks of disease-producing mi- 
crobes, so every sinful act is a direct invita- 
tion for Satan and demons to enter and harm 
or destroy the human soul. 

Third. As the aged man suffers from every 
indiscretion of his youth (‘‘young mens’ 
knocks old men feel”), and as his body 
gradually fails to respond to medical treat- 

1Psa. xci, 11; Heb. i, 14. 
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ment, and readily yields to the attacks of 
malignant pathological microbes, especially 
if there has been anything in the past life 
to weaken the physical powers, so the aged 
trangressor is left at last with no recupera- 
tive spiritual power, and with scarcely any 
immunity from the fatal and final assaults 
of Satan and demons upon the fortress of 
his soul. 

Fourth. As malignant microbes are sure 
to enter the body that is suffering physical 
decline, so demons eagerly and quickly take 
possession of the soul in which there is moral 
decay. If only the hand is diseased, it must 
be cut off, said the greatest of spiritual physi- 
cians. The principle is equally true in the 
vegetable kingdom. It is the unhealthy tree, 
and especially the one in which there is de- 
cay, that becomes the home of all sorts of 
noxious insects, and that must be cut down 
or pruned; while the healthy tree is usually 
free from parasites, and when attacked is 
able later, because of its soundness and vigor, 
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to put on its new garments of regeneration, 
even if its leafage had been almost wholly 
destroyed. 

Fifth. As those who are without bodily 
defects, though attacked, and even infested 
with ten hundred million bacilli, have im- 
munity from any mischief on their account, 
so those whose spiritual health is kept sound 
and vigorous will escape any spiritual harm 
that all the demons in this or the nether 
world may attempt. 

It is not meant, however, that spiritual 
health will free its possessor from the pres- 
ence and temptations of Satan and demons; 
the perfect man of the Old Testament dis- 
pensation, Job, and Christ, the anointed One, 
on the threshold of the new dispensation, 
did not escape severe assaults. Indeed, Satan 
and his hosts may surround any saint, enter 
and molest his body, stimulate his natural 
passions, depress and becloud the mind, and 
make the most savage attacks upon the for- 
tress of the soul, yet they can not damage 
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that fortress; the man who is strong in his 
religious faith, and is pure and upright in 
his life, can hold his soul’s castle against 
whole armies of demons. Legions of them, 
however crafty, malicious, or powerful, never 
can wrest the key of the castle from his hand 
if, in the name of Christ, he maintains his 
integrity. Until the key is voluntarily sur- 
rendered there is no danger. 

And, too, the fiery darts sent against the 
soul by the Evil One will fall harmless at 
the feet with blunted point, and even in the 
midst of the assaults made upon this immune 
may be heard his song of praise: ‘‘ The Lord 
is my refuge and my fortress: my God, in 
him will I trust.” And the universe of good 
angels sends back the comforting and inspir- 
ing response: ‘‘ Surely he shall deliver thee 
from the snare of the fowler, and from the 
noisome pestilence.” 

Sixth. As pathological microbes that are 
harmful to sick men may be of immense 
service when invading the bodies of those 
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in vigorous health, by way of affording cer- 
tain stimulations, breaking up wornout tis- 
sues, and eliminating waste materials from 
the physical body, so Satan and demons may 
not only not harm, but may be of inestima- 
ble service to those in possession of spiritual 
health. They tempt the righteous soul, but 
the resistance called forth, as already pointed 
out, evokes the noblest efforts and develops 
the most splendid types of character; while, 
except for resistance in meeting temptation, 
the human race never would have advanced 
beyond its spiritual infancy. 

Seventh. As agencies that are provided in 
nature, under certain conditions, can work 
the renewing, or regeneration, of the human 
body when suffering from sickness, so there 
are agencies provided in Bible theology that 
under certain conditions can give the human 
soul a new birth and an immortal life. 

Eighth. As pure air, pure water, sunlight, 
exercise, suitable food, and cleanliness are of 
prime importance in keeping up the vital 
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functions of the body, in maintaining one’s 
physical health, and in rendering one safe 
from any injury that pathological microbes | 
can inflict, so a pure religious atmosphere, 
that is within reach of all who seek it;? the 
mountain heights of religious experience, on 
which the Bible urges the children of God to 
dwell;*® the water of life, that the children 
of men are invited to drink of freely;* the 
Light of the world, which is Christ, in which 
men can safely walk;°’ Christian activity, 
which, by example and precept, is urged 
upon all Christ’s followers;° the bread of 
life, which also is Christ, and the most nour- 
ishing and invigorating spiritual food men 
can eat,’ and cleanliness through the blood 
of Christ, which can make the soul white as 
no fuller on earth can whiten it,*—these are 
what give a new birth to the human soul, 
and make it an immune against every harm 


22 Tim. iii, 14, 15. 8’Matt. v, 48. 4 Rev. xxii,17, 
6 John i, 4; viii, 12. 6Proyv, xxii, 29; Rom. xii, 11. 
7 John vi, 82-58, 8Isa.i, 18; 1 Peter i, 19; 1 John i, 7. 
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that Satan and demons seek to inflict. These 
are the remedies that have made saints out 
of sinners, heroes out of cowards; that have 
spurred to activity those who had been the 
slaves of indolence and negligence, and that 
have cured every malady of the soul to which 
they have been applied. 

Ninth. As public health and the welfare 
of society demand that persons afflicted with 
certain contagious and malignant diseases 
shall be placed in seclusion, so the safety 
and general good of the universe require 
the seclusion or restraint, and final impris- 
onment of those whose case is hopeless, and 
whose liberty would imperil the peace and 
safety of the moral universe.° 

Such, therefore, is the light that patholog- 
ical and theological science throw upon the 
subject of immunity from Satan and de- 
mons; such the friendly warning it offers to 
the transgressor; such the encouragement it 
gives to the righteous, and such the hope it 


9Matt. xxiv, 51; xxv, 46; Rev. xxii, 15. 


Immunity. 125 


holds out to those who are obedient to the 
laws of spiritual health and life. 


3. 


But as the terms and phrases, religious 
atmosphere, water of life, in the light of 
Christ, spiritual activity, bread of life, and 
the soul’s cleanliness, may leave the minds 
of some people in doubt as to precisely what 
is meant by this figurative language, and as 
to what really should be done to secure a 
safe and sound spiritual life, more explicit 
directions may be needed. 

Since, therefore, the Bible is essentially a 
treatise on spiritual therapeutics, containing 
not only the clearest revelations concerning 
the reality and wickedness of Satan and de- 
mons, but also the most specific directions as 
to what should be done to secure and main- 
tain spiritual health and immunity from evil 
beings, it follows that its pages should be 
carefully studied on matters relating to spir- 
itual health and safety, precisely as medical 
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treatises are studied on matters relating to 
physical health. 

And, as every Bible student knows, there 
is scarcely a chapter in it that does not di- 
rectly, or by a clear inference, specify what 
is to be done to keep in spiritual health, 
while for the larger part its teachings are so 
plain that he who runs can read, and a way- 
faring man, though of simple mind, need 
not err in the application of Bible precept 
to his daily conduct and life. 


4, 


Early in one’s study of the Bible are found 
ten commandments, and it is safe to say 
that obedience to that code, especially as 
expounded by the greatest of all religious 
teachers, will go far towards building up a 
spiritual character that is of sound health, 
and safe from Satan and all his hosts. In 
brief, these are the laws: The worship, not 
of material things, but of God; freedom 
from profanity; the resting on one day in 
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seven from ordinary occupations, and the 
thinking on that day especially of one’s 
religious duties and obligations; the honor- 
ing of one’s father and mother; the doing of 
nothing that shall imperil the life of a fellow- 
being; moral and social purity; keeping the 
hands from taking anything that belongs to 
others; always speaking the truth; freedom 
from covetous desires for that which belongs 
to a neighbor; and genuine love to God and 
man. Such, in general, is the Bible system 
of spiritual therapeutics.” 

The Jehovah prophets, too, speak in no un- 
certain terms. ‘‘ Let the wicked forsake his 
way;” ‘* Put away all evil doings;” ‘‘'Touch 
nothing unclean;’ ‘‘Keep God’s judg- 
ments;” ‘*Do justice,” and ‘‘Undo heavy 
burdens,” are the requirements of one of the 
noblest of the prophetic teachers." ‘Turn 
from evil ways;” ‘‘Do what is lawful and 
right;” ‘‘ Walk in the statutes of the Lord;” 


10—#x. xx, 1-17; Matt. xxii, 37-40; Luke x, 26-28. 
11 Tsaiah. 
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and ‘‘Give bread to the hungry,” are the 
announcements of another of the holy and 
inspired men of God.” 

If the words of these and other prophets 
of Israel were obeyed, there would be secured 
a most royal type of manhood, in whose 
spiritual armor Satan and demons could find 
no unprotected spot, and an attack upon 
which would be followed by defeat. 


}D. 


The writers of the New Testament epistles, 
in language that need puzzle none except 
the willfully blind and perverse, also pub- 
lish to the world the most explicit directions 
and rules of living, that, if followed, will 
place one in the realm of absolute spiritual 
safety. 

The Apostle Paul, in a single passage, 
gives a remarkably exhaustive list of what 
may be termed specifics against the assaults 
of Satan and demons. Briefly stated, they 


2 Hzekiel, 
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are: Truth, righteousness, the preparation of 
the gospel, faith, the Word of God, prayer, 
watchfulness, and perseverance.” If one 
will make free use of these spiritual anti- 
septics and tonics, one may be pronounced 
an immune, and have the freedom of the 
city though every other house is flying a 
signal of disease at the door or window. 


13**Wrom henceforth be strong in the Lord, and in 
the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, 
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Wherefore take up the whole armor of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your 
loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; withal taking up 
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the flery darts of the evilone. And take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; with all prayer and supplication praying 
at all seasons in the Spirit, and watching thereunto in 
all perseverance and supplication.”—Eph. vi, 11-18 (Re- 
vised Version). 

144Comp, Rom, viii; 1 Peter iii, 18. 
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The supreme Prophet, the wisest of spirit- 
ual Physicians—Christ, the Anointed—who 
knew perfectly the nature of sin, and from 
centuries of experience, prehistoric as well 
as historic, also from his divine knowledge, 
understood, as no one else, the pitiless foes 
of humanity, prescribes for the spiritual 
health, life, and restoration of the human 
race, this ethical and religious code: ‘* Hu- 
mility, meekness, a hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, mercifulness, purity, the am- 
putation of an offending hand, the removing 
of an offending eye, the casting out of motes 
from the eye, freedom from anxiety as to 
what shall be on the morrow, the keeping of 
God’s commandments, private prayer, the 
doing unto others as one would be done by, 
and a life of perfect obedience towards God, 
and perfect integrity towards man.” 

When, therefore, such a standard of living 
is reached, there is every assurance of a di- 
vine and eternal life, and a certainty that 
/16Matt. y, vi, vit. 


Inmuniry. 138i 


Satan and demons can do such a child of 
God no more harm than they could if already 
and altogether they were banished from the 
universe and consigned to the one dark and 
solitary world that is prepared for them. 
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